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GPSL Pico Balloon Race

WB8ELK, KD4STH and KD0QCA balloon 
photographed by Jeff Ducklow N0NQN 
balloon at 53,000 feet.  GPSL 2015
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GPSL 2016

GPSL 2016  - Pecan Plantation, Texas:                                            
9 Latex weather balloons launched. 3 Mylar Pico balloons.
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GPSL 2016

7 balloons in the air at once during group launch – GPSL 2016
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GPSL 2016 Pico Balloon Race

First  GPSL Pico Balloon Race:  3 Pico Mylar party balloons 
launched – GPSL 2016      (l to r): WB8ELK, AB5SS and KD2EAT.



5

GPSL 2016 Race

WB8ELK Skytracker totally solar-powered APRS tracker – 12 grams.
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GPSL 2016 Race

A busy tracking map with 12 balloons in the air at the same time. 
GPSL 2016
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GPSL 2016 Race

WB8MSJ-11 Pico balloon floated at 26k feet for 6.5 days and flew to 
Mexico and California from our launchsite near Dallas, Texas.
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GPSL 2017

GPSL 2017 Hutchinson Kansas.
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GPSL 2017 Great Pico Race

Great Pico Balloon Race at GPSL 2017 in Hutchinson Kansas.
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GPSL 2017 Great Pico Race

The GPSL 2017 Great Pico Balloon Race lasted 22 days.                      
WB4ELK-4, WB8MSJ-1 and KD2EAT-13 (KD2EAT used WSPR mode)
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GPSL 2017 Great Pico Race

After 14 days of flight and traveling 5500 milesWB4ELK-4 flew 
directly over my work and house in Huntsville Alabama.
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Boy Scout Jamboree launches

Keith WA0TJT along with many Scouts launched two Pico balloons 
from the National Jamboree in WVA from the K2BSA tent. 10-day 
flight last heard over the Dominican Republic.
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Eclipse 2017
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Solar Eclipse Balloons

Over 100 amateur radio balloons flew during the solar eclipse.
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Eclipse 2017

Three Pico Skytracker balloons were flown from Clarksville TN
.
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Solar Eclipse Balloons

Three solar eclipse Skytracker balloons flew through the eclipse path.
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Eclipse 2017

The Three Skytracker eclipse balloons stayed up for 4 days.
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Mill Creek Elementary

5th Grade STEM class get ready to launch a superpressure balloon 
for the Global Space Balloon Challenge competition.
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Mill Creek Elementary

Mission Goal:  To be the first Elementary school to circumnavigate the World. 



20We have Liftoff !!
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Mill Creek Elementary

Balloon developed leak so our new mission became “Same-Day Balloon Mail” 
Delivered to Ralph Fowler N4NEQ in Georgia - 153 miles away 



Now this is the way to 
recover a balloon !!

Property owner turned out 
to be the local fire truck 
operator.



Now this is the way to 
recover a balloon !!



Ralph Fowler N4NEQ takes delivery of his Balloon-Mail parcel !!

Results: Same-Day Balloon Mail will be practical once we 
develop payloads that can avoid balloon-eating trees.



Dayton Hamvention Pico balloon flight



Dayton Hamvention Pico balloon flight



Dayton Hamvention Pico balloon flight

The Hamvention Hexbeam snags the W8BI-13 pico balloon



Dayton Hamvention Pico balloon flight

11 day flight from Dayton Hamvention to Turkey
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Eclipse 2017

Questions?
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Very Angry Bird in Near Space

Contact info:  
WB8ELK@gmail.com


