
Welcome to
The Second Annual 
HamSCI Book Group.



Last year: Rudyard Kipling’s 1902 
“Wireless”

Did Kipling have a callsign?

Main finding:  
Communications hobbyists 
are surprisingly laconic.



The HamSCI Book Group 
2025  
presents 

Code Poems:
From the International Code of Signals for the Use of All 

Nations
By Hanna Weiner 

RJ and other bits of
amateur radio literature

David Kazdan AD8Y
Case Western Reserve University



Magnet poetry.  You’ve seen this.  It is “poetic” for 
being metered and refrigerated. 
That’s us.  We like iambic keyers, CW preserved. 
(It could have been trochaic keying. It’s not.)



Before “magnetic poetry: “Found poetry.” 
Very amateur radio, like a galena crystal. 
 
From William Whewell’s 
"An Elementary Treatise on Mechanics,“ 1819: 
 
Hence no force, however great, 
can stretch a cord, however fine, 
into an horizontal line  
which is accurately straight.



James Thurber’s 1937 “No Place Like Home”. 
This short story repurposes an tourist phrasebook: 
Amateur radio junquebox literature at its best!

“…Next comes an effective little interlude about an airplane trip, 
which is one of my favourite passages in this swift and sorrowful 
tragedy: `I want to reserve a place in the plane leaving tomorrow 
morning.' `When do we start?' `Can we get anything to eat on board?' 
`When do we arrive," `I feel sick.' `Have you any paper bags for air-
sickness?' `The noise is terrible.' `Have you any cotton wool?' `When 
are we going to land ?' This brief masterpiece caused me to cancel an 
air trip from London to Paris and go the easy way, across the 
Channel.”

https://blog.bestamericanpoetry.com/the_best_american_poetry/2021/07/theres-no-place-like-home-by-james-thurber.html


Communications hobbyists 
enjoy Shakespeare. Hark! 
QST for February 1972

Ebel cites, for example, Much Ado 
About Nothing, Act 2, Scene 1:
“I will tell you my drift.” 

Yep.  Drift, as QRH:
“Does my frequency vary? Your 
frequency varies.”



There have been other, more recent discussions of 
Shakespearian amateur radio. 
 
No, I’m not making this up. 
 
Publisher  :  Vintage; First Edition Thus (May 18, 
2021) 
Language  :  English 
Paperback  :  320 pages 
ISBN-10  :  1984898876 
ISBN-13  :  978-1984898876 
Item Weight  :  2.31 pounds 
Dimensions  :  5.15 x 0.7 x 7.96 inches 
Best Sellers Rank: #8,792 in Books (See Top 100 
in Books)#1 in Renaissance Literary Criticism 
(Books) 
#381 in Family Life Fiction (Books) 
#946 in Literary Fiction (Books) 
Customer Reviews: 4.4 4.4 out of 5 stars    60,735 
ratings 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Semaphore and “CW” superficially encode letters 
and numbers and a bit of punctuation only.  
That’s never been Morse idiomatic or linguistic 
use.  We recall Monty Python’s versions.

QST QST QST DE W8EDU K

Much of this message isn’t within the definition of Morse 
code, it’s additional code over Morse.

It’s akin to the Open Systems 
Interconnection (OSI) model; you need an encoding 
system on top of the code itself.

https://youtu.be/kqiUGjghlzU?t=65


No one is going to confuse  
Romeo and Juliet with 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
R&J is TRAGEDY. 
MND is COMEDY. 
(those two lines are today’s 
FORESHADOWING) 
 
Having said that, this is a junior 
high comedy version. 
Hulu’s Rosaline may be more 
promising. There are others…



HamSCI presents RJ, 
 
The naval semaphore version  
of Romeo and Juliet. 
 
No, I’m not making this up.

https://monoskop.org/images/a/ab/Weiner_Hannah_Code_Poems.pdf
https://www.folger.edu/explore/shakespeares-works/romeo-and-juliet/read/




The teen lovers of 
R&J are “star-
crossed.” 
 
They are, so to 
speak, not using 
their sextants well or 
performing their sight 
reductions correctly.

Juliet:     < 14.
Romeo:  ~16.
See John McGee PhD on this

https://substack.com/home/post/p-155022827


Weiner must have chanced across this:

RJ is even more bizarre than it seems on the surface
(submarines do not use semaphore).

Flag of 
Verona, by 
the way.



Romeo and Juliet has a running theme of communications and 
miscommunications; it’s really quite a tale for the radio amateur.

Dot…dot…dot… (not dit…dit)



At the party, Romeo is introduced to Juliet 
and manages to talk with her for a 
moment…they must part for the 
evening…she is slightly nonplussed…
again, the literacy…



“Really, Romeo? Did 
you learn to kiss by 
reading about it?

“Hmm, mother is 
calling…”

You are directed to Code of Federal Regulations 47 § 97.1 “Basis and 
purpose.”

You’ll figure it out.



With the refrigerator 
magnets of naval 
semaphore, we are left with 
a Shakespearean skeleton.  
Love and the meet-cute 
seem to find a way, and 
remember that list of party 
guests?



R & J did realize 
that the party 
needed to be 
recorded for 
posterity.

(from the 1968 
Franco Zeffirelli film 
version) 

(from the set, 
anyway)



The ships consider closing 
range.

Interpretive dance 
semaphore?

National Ballet of Canada



We omit sections not suitable for radio 
transmission under Part 97
If Romeo and Juliet itself isn’t being banned from libraries, Weiner’s 
version might.  Semaphore is apparently quite primary process.

What, no 
cookies?



Grid chasing is quite an R&J theme.

More Shakespeare hamming, no 
doubt.

Or OMs Sampson and Gregory are 
talking about chasing something 
else. AGN? AGN?



Possibly apocryphal semaphore message:

“I have an unusually high death 
rate among the rats on my ship”



Messaging in the setting of rats, fleas, and Y. pestis: 
Handle formal written traffic promptly. 
34 km Verona-Mantua, can send on the local net.

FRIAR LAWRENCE  
 Who bare my letter, then, to Romeo?  
FRIAR JOHN  
 I could not send it—here it is again— 
⌜Returning the letter.⌝  
15 Nor get a messenger to bring it thee, 
 So fearful were they of infection. 
FRIAR LAWRENCE  
 Unhappy fortune! By my brotherhood, 
 The letter was not nice but full of charge, 
 Of dear import, and the neglecting it 
20 May do much danger. Friar John, go hence. 
 Get me an iron crow and bring it straight 
 Unto my cell.

OMG!  All it took was a COVID 
bubonic plague scare to stop 
the letter from being delivered.

It could have been different:



Two handhelds and a repeater 
could have saved everyone 
involved a whole lot of trouble.





R&J and “RJ” remain tragedies. 
Be careful in communications, deliver 
radiograms promptly or problems may arise.

W8EDU practices radiograms 
on Field Day, do you?
We do get the promised 
bonus points.



Morals of RJ to radio amateurs: Learn traffic 
handling. Don’t get plague. Others?  
 
Amateur radio can avert disasters! 
W8EDU and CWRU will teach you…come study…

Radio Sloyd: An Amateur Radio Approach to the 
University-Level Critical Thinking and Writing Class 

  
  

Kristina Collins, Sarah Bania-Dobyns, David Kazdan, 
Nathaniel Vishner, and Andrew Hennessy 

Case Western Reserve University, kvc2, dxk10, sbd43, nnv, and 
ajb200@case.edu

Published in: 2017 IEEE Integrated STEM Education Conference (ISEC) 
Date of Conference: 11-11 March 2017 
Date Added to IEEE Xplore: 27 April 2017 
ISBN Information: 
DOI: 10.1109/ISECon.2017.7910230 
Conference Location: Princeton, NJ, USA

mailto:ajb200@case.edu
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/conhome/7899235/proceeding
https://doi.org/10.1109/ISECon.2017.7910230


We note that this book is on backorder:

I’m not sure Morse Code for Romantics has 
much to do with Morse code.

The only copy of Code Poems for sale is listed at 
~$400. There is at least one on the NJIT campus.

There’s some message in that.
The world needs more Morse code literature?

https://bookshop.org/p/books/morse-code-for-romantics-anne-baldo/18322444?ean=9780889844568&next=t&affiliate=8189


Weiner’s radiotelegraphy poem 
takes some ordered poetic license. 
Not all of these Q codes are on the 
usual lists. No 92 code items!

We can guess that Hanna Weiner
was not herself a CW operator.

She omitted
• QLF – "Are you sending with your left foot? Try sending with your 

left foot!“ (we note KB1QXH’s short film) 
• QNB – QNB? “How many buttons on your radio?” “QNB 100/5” 

Means there are 100 and I know what 5 of them do. 
W8EDU student poets would not omit these.

https://youtu.be/I_eNGX4V7Ps


Or maybe Carron was 
on to something. 
 
We need more code 
poems, so…



The 2025 HamSCI Book Club 
Challenge

Best poem, short story, political opinion piece, etc. written entirely in ARRL 
Numbered Radiograms and amateur Q-codes will win the coveted 2025 
HamSCI Book Club Challenge Prize. Interstitial plaintext is permitted.

Submit by Saturday 5:00 PM EDT, 2100 UTC.

Type with a radiotelegrapher’s mill if at all possible.

Judging by a not-yet-named (and not-yet informed) panel.



Questions?



ARRL verified with the FAA that traffic net QN codes 
would not be confused with aeronautical QN codes. 
 
For example, this might be amateur:

QNQ*

A complex request from the Net Control Station 
asking a specific station to change frequency to a 
specified one, then to wait for a named station on 
that frequency to finish whatever traffic it is currently 
engaged in, and then to send that station traffic on 
behalf of yet a third named station. c.f. QNV.

HamSCI agrees.  Don’t worry about 
it.

QUIZ:
QNR: I am approaching my point 
of no return.  Amateur or 
aeronautic?



Poem to ponder: 
“The Flea” 

 by John D0NNE  
 
   Poet ham?—Shakespeare contemporary. 
 
Poem: 

“Fleas” 
by Strickland Gilliand (not a poet ham?)  
 Adam 
 Had ‘em. 
 

And in the D0NNE sense, so did R&J



Some notes…
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_maritime_signal_flags
https://earlyradiohistory.us/1916two.htm

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_maritime_signal_flags
https://earlyradiohistory.us/1916two.htm


Upon query, Chat GPT (or a cousin) says about the 
balcony scene: 
 
“’O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore (read: “for what 
reason”) art thou Romeo?’ is a line from William 
Shakespeare's play Romeo and Juliet. Juliet says this 
line in Act 2, scene 2. 

Chat GPT continues:
“Why it's famous:  This is one of Shakespeare's best known lines.”

Editorial comment from W8EDU: Society is doomed.





We present RJ, 
The naval semaphore version. 
 
No, I’m not making this up. 
 
Shakespeare himself on R&J, in the prologue: 
The which if you with patient ears attend,  
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend. 
 
We’ll do our best here, stick with us.

https://monoskop.org/images/a/ab/Weiner_Hannah_Code_Poems.pdf


Possibly apocryphal semaphore message:
“I have an unusually high death rate among the rats on my ship”

1969 signal system, including 3-letter medical signals:
https://emed.ie/_docs/Medicocork-International-Code-Of-
Signals.pdf

It also has a specific code set for US-Soviet ship encounters,
might have been useful to Capulets.


